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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The availability of the book Dr Seymour Kindbud’s Stoner Snacks is restricted to adults because 
the book contains recipes and methods for incorporating the active ingredient in cannabis plant 
material in domestic cookery, an activity that is illegal in New Zealand. However, the extent and 
degree to which it promotes or encourages criminal activity is limited. The recipes given require 
the use of a relatively small amount of cannabis. New Zealand society perceives personal use of a 
small quantity of cannabis as a fairly low-level offence. The book’s well-presented range of 
recipes and the author’s obvious enthusiasm for cooking tend to balance initial impressions of 
the book’s purpose, and a similarly low level of support for the use of cannabis can be found in 







various examples across a wide range of media. 


The debate over legalisation of cannabis continues in New Zealand but there is some recognition 
of the efficacy of cannabis in a medical context, and the book provides information relevant to its 
use for this purpose. Adults are presumed to know the law and to will be aware of the 
consequences of ignoring it. Impressionable young people, however, are more vulnerable to the 
positive messages of a publication that is aimed at cannabis users and does not contain any 
reference to the law as it stands in New Zealand. 

The classification of the book limits the freedom of expression guaranteed by New Zealand Bill 
of Rights Act. However, because the book promotes and encourages criminal acts, albeit to a 
limited degree, the classification decision is reasonable, justified and the minimum required to 
avoid injury to the public good. 



